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NOTE ON fHE ''PUBLIC NEI,ATIONS WEBII

Ttre foll-owing letter was reJectetl by Sclence t'as Kolatars srticle was

not intendett to be a comprehensive review of al-I reeent work on theoretical

paleontoLogy but rather a report specifically on the vork of Schopf, Raupt

eoul-d and Simberloff." The lnr""" in the title is Rotlger Mitchel-tts (Science

18l l :1131- [ fgf l+])  and refers to the sane web that he did.

Laws d.erivecl from PaleontologY

It  is octd that Kolotars report  (Seience t89z6Z5 l fgf f ] )  on work ln

theoretical paleontology by the tean of Raup, Schopf, Gould.r antt Sinberloff

fails to mention ry 
"rriier 

Uut independent work on ttre sane subJect (e.g. EVol.

Theory I:1, 1973). Ivly work ca.me to some of the sa,me conclusions, differs in

other!, is based on real evidence rather than simulatlon, and motivatetl the

first irecise theory of large-sce,Ie evolution. This theory has founal application

as a thirtt explanation of molecular evolution (1. Van Valen, J. Molee. Evol.

3:89, 19?\;  Nature 252t298, 19?h),  ed in other ways'

Lelgh Van Valen
Department of BiologY
University of Chicago
Chicago, Ill inois 6O527

Evol. Theory 1: 106 (SePtember lr9"5)


