
Once upon a time, whl1-e watching an antbird in the forest at Drayton
Trail l- on Barro Colorado Island (Panama CanaL Zone), I realized that I was
in the sunny but cluttered ring around the base of a huge sandbox (Ilura.
crepitans) tree. Eyeing upward, I  stepped baek hast i ly as i t  seemed to lean
my way ln a s1-ight breeze. This tree has been surrounded by a ring of fal-len
branches the 17 years I have visited the Island and reninded me of sirnil-arly
huge and rlnged jequitlbd (_!gIi"i* legal-is, Lecithydaceae) trees in southern
BrazLLian woodlands. Could some emergent or tal-1 forest trees club the opposi-
tion by dropping brittle limbs or deciduous leaveq or bark on them? The club-
bing or smothering could l-ower root competition or create J-tght gaps for prog-
eny. I f  so, the moral woul-d seem to be: dontt  stand on a faer ie r ing in the
forest;  there may be a giant t ree ln the center.
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