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ECHA

• Started on 1 June 2007

• ~600 staff from 28 countries 

• 2007: REACH

• 2009: Classification, Labelling 
and Packaging 

• 2013: Biocides 

• 2014: Prior Informed Consent

• 2017: Nano observatory 

• 2017: Poison centre



EU Agencies
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…

> 40
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REACH Principles

• Industry is responsible for the safe 
manufacture and use 

• Deal with the ‘burden of the past’ with a systemic 
program for registration of old chemicals

• Get information on hazards minimising the use 
of experimental animals and costs

• Coordinated activities by ECHA, EU Member 
States, the European Commission and National 
Enforcement Authorities to get effect



Stakeholder environment
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Registrants
Science Community

International Activities

(e.g. OECD TG, GLP)

Member State Competent Authorities

National  Enforcement Authorities

EU AgenciesEuropean Commission
Media

Industry Groups

NGOs

Mainly animal welfare campaigners 

PETA/ECEAE

LAU SID

E
BoA

Forum

MSC
MSC-S

MSCA
RAC

SEAC



REACH: processes
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Evaluation

Substances

Dossiers

Registration

Restrictions

Authorisation
List of 
Substances 
of Very High 
Concern 
(SVHCs)

i

i

Database contains 
14733 unique 
substances and 
contains information 
from 56287 dossiers 
(20 October 2016. ).
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Classification and labelling

• CLP Regulation 

• Implements the UN-system in the EU

• Transitional period from 2010 to 2015 is over

• New symbols in products by 2017
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ECHA and CLP

• Establish and maintain C&L inventory 

• over 5 million notifications covering more 
than 100 000 substances

• Harmonised C&L

• proposals by MSCAs or industry

• 90 per year expected

• Monitor in Registry of Intentions
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Info card
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Substance under REACH

… obtained by any manufacturing 
process … including any impurity 
deriving from the process used …
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Type of substances

• single constituent (80% rule)

• Main constituent 80-100% 

• Minor constituents, impurities <10%

• multi constituent

• Main constituents 10-80%

• Minor constituents, impurities <10%

• unknown and/or variable composition or 
biological origin (UVCB)

• Process defines substance

• Characterisation by groups of constituents
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Map the chemical universe
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Risk = probability of adverse effects
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Building a bridge

Information Platform for

Chemical Monitoring Data

IPCHEM - the Information 
Platform for Chemical 
Monitoring is the European 
Commission’s reference access 
point for searching, accessing and 
retrieving chemical occurrence 
data collected and managed in 
Europe. 

https://ipchem.jrc.ec.europa.eu/RDSIdiscovery/ipchem/index.html



Connecting processes
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Known unknowns

• PBT/vPvBs
• Nano Materials

• Per-fluorinated substances

• Metals

• Endocrine disruptors

• Emerging concerns
• Substances in articles and mixtures

• Reliability of SDS (alternative truth: readily biodegradable)

• Mixture toxicology

• Accumulative effects

• New pollutants

• Circular economy



Summary

From research to regulation 
and back

1. WSSD2020

2. ECHA

3. REACH and CLP 

4. Info on ECHA website

5. IPCHEM
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The team



Questions?

Rupert.simon@echa.Europa.eu

Subscribe to our news at 
echa.europa.eu/subscribe

Follow us on Twitter

@EU_ECHA

Follow us on Facebook

Facebook.com/EUECHA


